
STARTING THE SYSTEM 
To start up your O S 9 system follow these steps: 
1 Turn the Dragon Computer and the disk drive(s) on. You should see the 

normal Dragon D O S greeting message on the screen. 
2 Insert the O S 9 system disk into drive zero and close the drive door. Th is is the 

bottom slot on the drive. 
3 Type " B O O T " and press E N T E R . After a few seconds of disk activity you 

should see a screen with the words " O S 9 B O O T " . 
4 O S 9 will then begin its loading process, which involves ten to twenty seconds 

of disk activity. When the system startup has finished a message followed by a 
request for the time will be displayed. Th is is part of the loggon procedure. 

5 To set the time, type in the year followed by an oblique, the month followed by 
an oblique, the day followed by a space , the hour (using the 24 hour system) 
followed by a colon, the minutes followed by a colon and the seconds followed 
by the E N T E R key. 
i.e. YY/MM/DD HH/MM/SS 
T I M E ? 83/11/27 10 :43 :22 

6 If you require the 51 x 24 screen format, for Dynacalc, Stylograph etc., type: 
O S 9 : G 0 5 1 ( E N T E R ) 

7 Note: When you ask the computer to execute a program, if the program 
module does not exist in memory the computer will load it from disk from the 
directory specified by the chx command. Make sure therefore that the relevant 
disk is in the drive. 

FORMATTING A BLANK DISK 
Before a disk can be used with your O S 9 system it must be formatted. 
Formatting a disk firstly wipes it c lean of any data and then marks the disk so that data 
can be later loaded on to it in an ordered manner. 
When entering commands it is very important to place spaces where required. 
a) Single disk system 
If you have only one disk drive you have to be extra careful not to accidentally 
F O R M A T your system disk. 
With your O S 9 disk in drive 0 . Type: 

O S 9 : F O R M A T / D 0 
then immediately remove your system disk when you see the message. 

D R A G O N D I S K F O R M A T T E R 1.2 
F O R M A T D R I V E / D 0 
Y ( Y E S ) O R N(NO) 
R E A D Y ? 

Now place the disk you wish to be formatted into drive zero, press the Y key and then 
press E N T E R . 
Th is initiates the formatting process. After a few seconds of disk activity you will be 
asked for a disk name, enter this followed by E N T E R . The name you give is not 
important. If the format program has reported an error, try again, otherwise you are 
now ready to use your newly formatted disk with your O S 9 system. 
b) Dual disk system 
If you have a dual disk drive place the disk to be formatted into drive one, top slot on 
disk drive, and the O S 9 system disk in drive 0 and type: 

O S 9 : F O R M A T /D1 ( E N T E R ) 

When the blank disk is in the right drive type " Y " then E N T E R . If the correct device 
name (/D1) is not displayed: type " N " then E N T E R and start again, or you may format 
your system disk. 
After a few seconds of disk activity you will be asked for a disk name, type this in 
followed by E N T E R . The name is not important. If the format program has reported an 
error, try again otherwise you are ready to use your newly formatted disk with your 
O S 9 system. 

MAKING A BACKUP 
Make a copy of a disk on a freshly formatted blank disk, use the instructions relevant to 
your system. 
a) Back up using a single Disk Drive:— 
Back up will read a portion of the source disk (the disk you wish to copy) into memory. 
You then remove the source disk and place the destination disk (a freshly formatted 
disk) into the drive. Back up will then write on this disk (the destination disk), you then 
remove this disk and replace it with the source disk. This process of swapping the 
disks continues, until the entire disk has been copied. Back up will prompt you for the 
disk it expects to be in the drive during this operation. 
Example: 
O S 9 : B A C K U P / D 0 #32k 
R E A D Y T O B A C K U P F R O M / D 0 to / D 0 ? : Y 
R E A D Y D E S T I N A T I O N , HIT A K E Y : (hit any key) 
(name of disk see format above) 
IS B E I N G S C R A T C H E D 
O K ? : Y 
R E A D Y S O U R C E , HIT A K E Y : (hit any key) 
R E A D Y D E S T I N A T I O N , HIT A K E Y : P lace destination disk in drive zero (hit any key) 
R E A D Y S O U R C E , HIT A K E Y : P lace source disk in drive zero 
R E A D Y D E S T I N A T I O N , HIT A K E Y : P lace destination disk in drive zero. 
( S E V E R A L R E P E T I T I O N S ) 
R E A D Y D E S T I N A T I O N , HIT A K E Y : P lace destination disk in drive zero (hit any key) 
N U M B E R O F S E C T O R S C O P I E D : $ 0 2 D 0 
V E R I F Y P A S S 
N U M B E R O F S E C T O R S V E R I F I E D : $ 0 2 D 0 
Backup using a double disk drive 
To preform a B A C K U P using a double disk drive, place the source disk (the disk you 
wish to copy) into drive zero, and the destination disk (a freshly formatted blank disk) 
into drive one. The backup will be made automatically, all you will have to do is reply to 
the prompts backup gives. 
O S 9 : B A C K U P 

R E A D Y T O B A C K U P F R O M / D 0 T O /D1 / ? : " Y " 
(name of disk in drive one see format above) 
IS B E I N G S C R A T C H E D 
O K ? Y 
N U M B E R O F S E C T O R S C O P I E D : S 0 2 D 0 
V E R I F Y P A S S 
N U M B E R O F S E C T O R S V E R I F I E D : S 0 2 D 0 
O S 9 : 
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